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but I would convert the besiegers themselves Into the
garrison." Fox failed, for between his sovereign remedies
and the misery of Ireland, there thronged the whole multi-
tude of doubts and prejudices, the dim-eyed hesitations of
charitable politicians, the inexorable rapacity of a pre-
dominant religion, and the superstitions that bound the
King to the hearts of the least tolerant of his subjects In an
Iron embrace. Almost alone of all the ministers who busied
themselves with Ireland Fox always loved and feared the
spirit of freedom, and that temper distinguished him from
a long line of statesmen to whom England owes solid
and substantial reform, and Ireland nothing but those
eternal memories of wrong that are the solemn sacrament
of trampled nations.